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ative quantity has no square root; thirdly, that the first non-existent is to the second as the circumference of a circle to its diameter. One great reason of the allowance of such unsound modes of expression is the confidence felt by the writers that V - 1 and log (-1) will make their way, however inaccurately described. I heartily wish that the cyclometers had knowledge enough to attack the weak points of algebraical diction: they would soon work a beneficial change.3
AN EARLY METEOROLOGIST.
Recueil de ma vie, mes ouvrages et mes pensees.   Par Thomas Ignace Marie Forster.1   Brussels, 1836, I2mo.
Mr. Forster, an Englishman settled at Bruges, was an observer in many subjects, but especially in meteorology. He communicated to the Astronomical Society, in 1848, the information that, in the registers kept by his grandfather, his father, and himself, beginning in 1767, new moon on Saturday was followed, nineteen times out of twenty, by twenty days of rain and wind. This statement being published in the Athena>um} a cluster of correspondents averred that the belief is common among seamen, in all parts of the world, and among landsmen too. Some one quoted a distich :
"Saturday's moon and Sunday's full Never were fine and never wull"
8 The criticism was timely when De Morgan wrote it. At present it would have but little force with respect to the better class of algebras.
1 Thomas Ignatius Maria Forster (1789-1860) was more of a man than one would infer from this satire upon his theory. He w^as a naturalist, astronomer, and physiologist. In 1812 he published his Researches about Atmospheric Phenomena, and seven years later (July 3, 1819) he discovered a comet. With Sir Richard Phillips he founded a Meteorological Society, but it was short lived. He declined a fellowship in the Royal Society because he disapproved of certain of its rules, so that he had a recognized standing in his day. The work mentioned by De Morgan is the second edition, the first having appeared at Frankfort on the Main in 1835 under the title, ^Recueil dcs ouvrages et des pcnsees d'un physicien ct metaphysicien.